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more definite influence over particular individuals in his clan by lending them a goat or sheep for a sacrifice, a heifer for their marriage cattle, or basketfuls of grain if they run short of food. The person who often receives such support thereby assumes the obligation to praise his creditor, to oblige him by small services, or, if he cannot return the loan, to render more substantial help by herding his benefactor's cattle, clearing his gardens, and keeping his huts in repair. The traditional type of 'retainer' or servant who is found in some wealthy homesteads usually has come into that position as a war captive, as a widower without children, or as a debtor who could not return his debt.
Moreover, by giving feasts on a clan scale, especially by killing the 'ox of splitting', a wealthy person has a means of gaining popularity among all his clansmen. Through his right of directing the distribution of meat, he can favour those who respect and honour him and who, at the discussion of clan matters, submit to his views. Finally, as elders of other clans are invited to these feasts, the wealthy persons also become, in a sense, the representatives of their clan. When elders of other clans kill the £ox of splitting* they are invited in turn, or gifts of meat or beer are sent to them, which they apportion to their own clansmen. They have thus an opportunity of gaining influence among their clansmen even when they are the recipients and not the givers of feasts.
(c) The Quality of being an Omugasa. Among the Vugusu, the leading elders of a clan are called avagasa, i.e. men who talk gently and wisely and who can make the people listen and return to reason when they want to quarrel or fight. The possession of these qualities is usually quoted as the most important condition of leadership. A son who as a herdboy begins to show reason and the capacity of making his age-mates follow him in the various activities in which herdboys indulge is pointed out by the elders as a future amugasa, and they welcome his presence when he sits near them and listens to their stories of long ago. When he has become an old man he acts as an omuseni, i.e. he is called ^to the people to speak to them and comfort them when they assemble after a funeral to distribute the property of the deceased, to decide who should inherit the widows and to settle outstanding claims and debts. The death of each clansman is a critical moment for the preservation of peace within and between the clans, as it invariably leads, to accusations of witchcraft or sorcery as being the

